Communication with Non Speaking
Clients in Adult Settings

Strategies for Success: Low-tech, mid-tech, and
high-tech options
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Training Objectives

Understand the role of AAC in supporting non-speaking
adults.

Learn practical, everyday strategies to improve
communication.

Gain confidence in using AAC tools and modeling

communication.
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What is AAC?

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)

a0  Definition of AAC.

_ 1 Examples: Speech-generating devices,
Blacklines 2 . -
Included : communication boards, apps, gestures.

a  Myths & facts about AAC
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Check Bags: Be Prepared

Always ensure devices are with the person.

[ Checklist:
1 Device present and functional.
1 Charger and backup battery packed.
1 Protective case (if needed).
1 Encourage independence in device management
when possible.
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What Apps to Look For

TouchChat

(1 Common AAC apps: Proloquo2Go, TouchChat, LAMP
Words for Life, TD Snap, etc.
(1 Check for:
(1 Core vocabulary access.
(d Custom pages (e.g., for routines, food, choices).
[ Recent messages/history use.
[ Tip: Open and explore the app daily.
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Narrate the Day: Give Language

Input

1 Talk with not at the person.
1 Use clear, simple language to describe:
1 What’s happening.
1 What’s about to happen.
1 How you feel.
1 Examples:
1 “We're going to the store now.”
d “You look happy today!”
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Model, Model, Model!

[ Show how to use the device — don't just tell.

1 Use Aided Language Stimulation:
1 Speak while selecting words on the device

1 No pressure to respond — focus on input.

a It's OKif you're still learning too.
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How we teach for how they learn

For any language, immersion is the best way to learn a language

We need to be providing language exposure based on the individual's needs,
as we are the immersive environment

AAC users require immersion as well, and verbal language is NOT the same
as aided language for immersion.
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Aided Language stimulation

INPUT OUTPUT
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INPUT OUTPUT
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INPUT OUTPUT
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Visual Supports: Make the Day Predictable

My Daily Schedule
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Use visual schedules (printed or on device).
Timers, first-then boards, checklists.

Help reduce anxiety and increase understanding.
Involve the person in setting or checking the
schedule.
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Engineer the Environment for Communication

1 Create situations that encourage communication.
d Provide communication opportunities:
d Asking questions, offering choices, pausing for a
response.
1 Keep AAC device accessible at all times.
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Helpful Resources

d Websites:
1 AAC Language Lab
[ Praactical AAC
[ YouTube channels with AAC modeling videos
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Staying up to date

Practical ways to keep client’s information up to
date and accessible for all staff.

1 Review transition portfolio

1 Keep about me info

[ Keep device info
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Client specific info

Helpful information about how clients
communicate.

1 “About me” section on devices

1 How client’s typically engage,
preferences for activities

(d Can be done over time with the client/
their caregivers
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Keeping devices current

Maintain up to date devices and add new
vocabulary for clients as appropriate.

1 Schedule to check for device or
software updates (monthly/ quarterly)

1 Keep a log for programming needs

[ Consult with SLPs, AT, Clie*
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Resources for common apps

¢

AssistiveWar - Tobii Dynavox

1 Proloquo2go
1 Proloquo4text

d TD Snapp

Support resources: E|
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Resources for common apps

PRC Saltillo

1 TouchChat:

TouchChat

[ Dialogue AAC:

d LAMP:

[=]
h
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Resources for dedicated devices

Touch or Switch Access Eye Gaze Devices

1 Tobii Dynavox
[ Smartbox
A PRC Saltillo

1 Tobii Dynavox
[ Smartbox
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Core board resources

Printed back-ups to‘_ ensure communication is always available.
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Core board resources

LAMP Core Word Communication Board
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Core board resources

Project Core through UNC Chapel Hill

‘ A Stepping-Up Technology Implementation Grant .
©  Directed by the Center for Literacy and Disability Studies at UNC Chapel Hill [ Offers multiple symbol systems

Thank you for your interest in Project Core and the Universal Core vocabulary. This . .
tool is designed to help you determine which of the common Universal Core (1 Online selection tool to help
vocabulary formats might be a good fit for the student(s) you support. After you determine which may be best for

answer the questions, you will be directed to the format that is likely a good place to .
start, your clients
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Integration with the environment

Encourage ways to incorporate AAC into
the environment with voice activation.

[ Electronic Activities of Daily Living
(EADLSs)

1 Motivating activities for students
1 Songs, weather, etc
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Current Events

News2you

4
4
4

259.99 per year

Relevant Current events

Six interactive games: tic-tac-toe,
memory game, word search
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Current Events

Issues

Students connect with the world by
reading about current events in the
weekly newspaper, Each newspaper also
includes a recipe, jokes, review material,
a communication board and an
extension activity. This week's topic is
Almabtrieb Festival.

\4

Breaking News

Every week, new articles are added in
three categories: World Mews, Sports
Mews and Entertainment Mews. Each
article includes review questions.

& news2you-

Today's Weather

Today's Weather is an interactive activity
that supports conversation and choice-
making surrounding the weather,
Students can choose the date, weather,
weather-appropriate clothes and more,

Class News

Students can create their own articles
about their days. The articles include the
date, their classes, what they did, any
special school events and more. You can
print the articles or email the articles to
yourself.

Holidays

Articles with information about more
than 70 holidays and yearly observations
are available. Each article includes an
advanced copy, a regular copy and
review questions.

Upcoming lssues

Look here for upcoming newspaper
topics and shopping lists for upcoming
recipes, crafts and science experiments.

Extra Materials

A collection of extra materials including
templates, symbol-supported songs and
extra communication board strips.



Literacy Activities

Book club, movie club

Free Libby app: audio books, magazines, comic
books

Free Hoopla app: audiobooks, eBooks, comics,
movies, TV, magazines, or music

Word games

Book creator app free on line and for iPad
Madlibbs
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Games

1 Dice games:

High roller vibrating adapted dice roller

Talking Glow dice

Gooqle dice roll

1 Teaches pay teachers free game boards:
Headbands, Trouble, Jeopardy, etc.
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https://enablingdevices.com/product/high-roller/?srsltid=AfmBOooQ-YFYeGBosVcQGtNnDMD2LdukFIfsPe-2PEDzPOgpbhFDonrO
https://www.aph.org/product/talking-glowdice/
https://www.google.com/search?q=google+dice&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1103US1104&oq=google+dice&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyDwgAEEUYORiDARixAxiABDINCAEQABiDARixAxiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIJCAUQABgKGIAEMgYIBhBFGEAyBggHEEUYQNIBCDI0NjNqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

Music and movement

Spotify music lists

Drumming circle

Al song writing: suno.com 10 free songs
per day

1 Octaband 8-24 legs, $63-129

1 Disco parties
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Other activities

Power of the PowerLink4

oo

Cooking, using Power Link with a
switch to control appliances

Community activities: Yelp reviews
Telling jokes

Sending electronic cards with music
and animation 123Greetings.com
w
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