
Inclusive Postsecondary 
Education: Trends and 
Opportunities in 
Massachusetts for 
Students with Intellectual 
and Developmental 
Disabilities.

Ashley Luce, Program Manager

Institute for Community 
Inclusion

University of Massachusetts 
Boston





Agenda

1. Overview of MA Inclusive Postsecondary Education

2. New Higher Education Bill 

3. Supported Education Model

4. Differences in accommodations

5. Student examples

6. Discussion



Pathways to College

Traditional/Matriculated Alternate/ Non-matriculated

Application process Application process

Placement tests, entry essays Program criteria

Reasonable accommodations Individual supports and plans
Employment goals
Peer mentors

Degree seeking Person-centered planning
Alternative credential (certificate)
Goal-based learning (audit courses)
Degree-seeking potential



College
Develop 

Fundamental 
Skills

Employment 
Outcomes



Pathways to MAIPSE (previously MAICEI)

Students 18-22 years 
old, enrolled in K-12, 
receiving transition 

services 

Students 22 and over, 
who receive services 

provided by adult-
serving agencies



Overview of MAIPSE
(2007-PRESENT)

Person-
centered 
planning

Academics
Social 

activities

Paid work and 
internships

Independent 
living

Travel



Skills Practiced on Campus 

• Following a schedule 

• Staying organized

• Using technology (email/phone)

• Communicating 

• Budgeting 

• Self-advocacy 

• Responsibility 

• Decision-making

• Flexible thinking 

• Traveling 

• Collaborating with classmates

• Networking





Landmark Legislation-July 2022 
Higher Education Bill in Massachusetts Advances 
Inclusive Postsecondary Education

●All public colleges and 
universities in MA must be 
prepared to help students 
participate in college

●Students out of high school can 
also go to college

●Students do not have a high 
school diploma

●Students want to continue to 
learn in an inclusive environment



What is supported education?

Supported education is the process of helping students with 
disabilities reach their personal educational goals. 

Supported education programs provide encouragement and 
connect students to resources at their school and in their 
community.

Temple University Collaborative. (2014). Education goals: 

A factsheet for providers.



Three principles of supported education: 

1) Increasing individual skills 

2) Increasing support from the 
environment 

3) Maximizing the fit between 
the individual and 
environment



• Interests 

• Short/long term goals

Person-Centered 
Planning

• Academic support 
center

• Disability Services

• Career Services

College 
Resources • Educational coach and 

peer support

• Clubs/activities/events

• Extra curriculars

Community

Supported Education



Person-Centered Planning



Differences between High school vs College



Campus Supports

Course Accommodations

Accessibility Services

Academic Support Center

Ed Coach/ Peer Support



Typical Course Accommodations

• Office hours with instructor

• Check-in with a teacher’s 
assistant

• Classroom specific support

• Study group with classmates



Student Accessibility Services

• Request accommodations

• If approved, learn how to use 
your accommodations 

• Discuss accommodations with 
instructor as needed

• Consider academic coaching 



Academic Support Center

• Academic coaching 

• Time management, 
organization, study/ test 
taking strategies, and note 
taking skills

• Subject tutoring 



Educational Coach/ Peer Support

Additional support to:
 
• Develop college skills

• Follow syllabus/ plan for 
accommodations

• Check in with instructor as 
needed

• Check in with Student 
Accessibility Services, Academic 
Support Centers



Courses of Study 

• Anthropology 

• Art history 

• Nutrition 

• Communication 

• Dance 

• Environmental Science 

• Cinema 

• Music 

• Political Science 

• Women studies 

• Philosophy 



Predominant format of
college classes: Lecture



Some classes are 
more active.

In this class from 
Westfield State 

University, the student 
was required to act out a 

scene from a play.



Some college classes also include group 
discussions and group projects



Students take classes 
related to a personal 

interest

This student’s ceramics class 
at Holyoke Community 

College requires hands-on 
work



In college, students learn to take 
feedback about their assignments. 
It is meant to improve their work.

In this movement class, the student and her 
classmates asked the audience for feedback- 
not a grade. 



Kathy Schedule

Tuesday Thursday 

Travel to Campus Travel to Campus

COMM 230 
Intercultural Communication

9:30AM-10:45AM

COMM 230 
Intercultural Communication

9:30AM-10:45AM

Internship
Office of Student Leadership 

Internship
Office of Student Leadership 

Time to work on homework/ grab 
lunch

Free time 

Writing tutor appt. Attend on-campus club meeting



Alex Schedule 

Monday Wednesday Friday 

Travel to Campus Travel to Campus Travel to Campus 

THRART 136
Intro to Acting 

9:00AM-9:40AM

THRART 136
Intro to Acting 

9:00AM-9:40AM

THRART 136
Intro to Acting 

9:00AM-9:40AM

Check student email/ review 
class notes 

Residence Hall Internship Attend professor office hours

Read Ch.3 in textbook Grab lunch Walk the Harbor walk 

Free time Go to the game room Career Services Appt. 



Federally funded since 2010 to provide coordination, training and 
technical assistance to any college or university who wants to establish 

or improve postsecondary education opportunities to students with 
intellectual disability on their campus.

www.thinkcollege.net

http://www.thinkcollege.net/


Thank you 

Ashley Luce, Program Manager

Institute for Community Inclusion

University of MA Boston

Email: Ashley.Luce@umb.edu
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